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Thank you to all who have contributed to this edition of the Newsletter. Whilst we 
have all missed the usual summer events such as the Hunt Show and the Puppy 
Show, due to the hard work and a lot of planning from members of the Hunt the 
Fun Ride was able to go ahead, and in October we were granted permission to 
trail hunt, though with new Covid rules in place. The reports below were written 
before the latest lockdown announcements, and as everyone is aware we will not 
be able to hunt during the November lockdown, but hopefully we will all be able 
to return to hunting as soon as possible. 
 

As always please send anything you would like to be included in future 
newsletters to Tilly Fitzwilliams at tilly.fitz@gmx.com. 

 
Masters Report 
 

We are sure that all supporters of the New Forest Hounds are as pleased as we 
are that finally we have a Permit from Forestry England to Trail Hunt on the 
Forest this season. And by the time you read this we shall have started early 
mornings on Tuesdays and Fridays. There were a number of hurdles related to 
the Covid pandemic which had to be cleared to reach this point. 

 
When the “Rule of 6” was introduced, the Hunting Office and the Countryside 
Alliance negotiated with the Government to get Trail Hunting recognised as an 
organised outdoor sport and therefore granted an exception, allowing up to 30 
participants. The Hunting Office then had to agree details of what conditions 
would be included in Permits with major land owners- in our case Forestry 
England. The MFHA, as part of the Hunting Office has provided advice to Hunts 
on all aspects of Covid compliance and public relations. 
Details of our Permit were then discussed with Forestry England locally. 

 
The upshot is that we believe our Permit will allow us to Trail Hunt whilst being 
Covid compliant , meeting the terms of the Permit and following MFHA 
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guidelines. This means that there are a number of special constraints on how we 
manage our activities and all our supporters have a part to play in safeguarding 
the health of our staff , our supporters and the general public. 

 

You must not attend a Trail Hunting Day if you or any member of your 

household has shown any Covid-19 symptoms in the previous 14 days, has 

tested positive or is in quarantine. 

You must maintain social distancing at all times. 

To come Trail Hunting mounted, you must have prebooked a place with the 

Secretary, and hand in a Track and Trace form each day. 

There will be no Lawn Meets for the foreseeable future and no socialising 

in designated car parks before or after the days trail hunting. 

There are a number of further details affecting both mounted and non-mounted 
followers which along with the Track and Trace form can be found on our web 
site, www.newforesthounds.co.uk 
Please read these details to see how they affect you. 
We will be observed by those who dislike us and we must all stick to the rules, 
keep a low profile, and be polite to the public, but do not engage in debate and 
avoid social media. 

 
- The Joint Masters 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Chairman’s Report 

 

Excellent news - we are hunting again. Thanks to our Masters, who have been 
effectively and patiently dealing with a complex situation with Government 
departments and agencies involved on a national basis alongside a fast-changing 
situation. The uncertainty on timing has not been easy for Michael in preparing 
hounds either and thanks go to Michael, Jenny and the volunteer team at the 
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kennels for their patience and continued hard work. 
Thank you too, to all those who have organised, helped and partaken of our 
fundraising events. We are being financially as careful as possible at present and 
as a result our finances are in a better state than many but whilst there are 
possibilities of further lockdowns, the Executive will continue to exercise as tight 
a control as possible. 

 
During the summer John Moore decided to stand down as Trustee and although 
COVID has not allowed us to recognise and thank John more publicly, we would 
like to acknowledge his huge contribution to the Hunt over the years. 

 
John first subscribed to hounds in1985, along with his daughters, to join his wife 
Di who was already a Hunt Club member at the time. He was “promoted” to the 
Hunt Club the following season. In two seasons time (1987) John would be 
elected to the Executive Committee thus starting a long and distinguished period 
in the officialdom the New Forest Hounds. 
John took over from Gerald Hill as Chairman of the New Forest Hounds is 1991, 
when Di also joined Pat Hudson as Secretary. In those days we had five Masters! 
As with every Chairmanship there we easier times and difficult times for John to 
deal with, probably the most difficult were financial – we had periods when we 
were about to run out of money, followed by finding new Masters every two or 
three seasons. John left the NFH in good shape for the new Chairman. 
John remained as Chairman (with Di as Secretary) until 2000 when both retired. 
However, “Retirement” didn’t last long for John – he was elected as a Trustee in 
2001. 
This retirement brings to an end a long association with the hierarchy of the 
NFH, spanning nearly 35 years. His commitment to the hounds has always been 
absolute and we all owe him our thanks for all his time over those years, and we 
hope to see John and Di at many meets as soon as Covid allows. 

 
As some of you may know, your Chair suffered a bit of a crash on the hunting 
field mastering with the RA and I would like to offer my sincere thanks to all 
those who have subsequently sent cards, called, texted, emailed me, visited, 
shopped and offered and given help and listened to me having a whinge; what a 
great community hunting is. The pony was absolutely fine, let's get this in the 
right order, but your Chair is a bit broken and will be out of action for a while. In 
the meantime, I wish you all the best for the next few weeks and encourage your 
continued support. These are not easy times in which to organise our activities 
and our Masters have done a great job in getting us going but inevitably there 
will be greater constraints than usual. 
Please also do take note of the Hunt protocols re COVID hunting. 
When out, don't forget the “Covid Pocket” as advised– the above was a very 
practical demonstration of why it's required as those who helped me 
needed hand sanitiser and facemasks to comply with and assure the 
ambulance crew that we were operating within Covid guidance. 
Hope to see you all again at some point and in the meantime enjoy getting out 
and about. 
 

- Pam Baker 
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Ladies of the Hunt Club 
 
I was looking back through some old Minutes of Hunt Club meetings recently and came 
across the following, which I thought might be of interest to some of you. 
 
 
“Meeting held at the Crown Hotel, Lyndhurst on October 4th, 1945…. 
 
Maj. Gen Sir R Lee said that some 15 years ago the question of Lady Members of the Hunt 
Club had come up, but had been vetoed:  in view of the financial difficulties which looked 
like facing the Hunt in the future, it might perhaps be advisable to reopen and consider 
this question as a possible and potential means of increased revenue.  After some 
discussion it was agreed to bring this question forward at the meeting next January 
(1946). 
 
H C Meeting January 6th, 1946, Sir Richard Lee (who was absent at the meeting) had 
asked the secretary to say that he, Sir Richard, felt that it would be of financial benefit to 
the Club to admit Lady Members, they being a good potential source of increased 
revenue; he knew several who would join; and that many clubs these days were 
admitting Lady Members.  The Chairman then said that since 1932, when Sir Richard 
had brought up the same suggestion and he had vetoed it, he has changed his mind and 
now he was quite ready to see Lady Members in the Club but if they were admitted, in 
his opinion, they must be full members on full equality with men members.  After 
discussion a Resolution was put to the meeting – the Resolution being carried by 13 for 
to 3 against.  Capt. Forbes and Mr Price then interrupted saying that in their opinion the 
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resolution was out of order, no notice having been given, as it was altering the Rules 
which could not be done without notice.  The Resolution was therefore rescinded and 
the Hon. Secs. instructed to send out a notice to the effect that this question would be 
brought up at the meeting to be held in April. 
 
H.C. Meeting 2nd April, 1946. 
Admission of Lady Members. Sir Richard spoke at length in support of his original 
proposed Resolution, quoting examples of ladies in office etc.  Col. Sir Dudley Forward 
also spoke in support of his original seconding of the Resolution.  The matter was then 
discussed, the Chairman saying that although originally in 1932 he had been against the 
admission of Lady Members, now he had a perfectly open mind on it and was quite 
prepared to see ladies elected to the Club but that if they were elected the should come 
in on absolutely equal status with men.  The question of subs was then discussed and Mr 
Price proposed that where a husband and wife were both members of the Club, their 
united sub should be £4 to the Hunt Club (£2 each) and £25 to the Hounds (£12.10 each) 
instead of the normal £30 (£15 each).  This was discussed after which Mr H.R. Kennard 
proposed an amendment, which Gen. Powell seconded, that the whole matter be put 
back to when times became nearer normal.  The amendment was put to the meeting and 
lost by 5 – 3.  The original Resolution, coupled with Mr Price’s Resolution concerning 
combined subs for husband and wife was then put to the meeting and carried by 7 – 1. 
The Resolution that Lady Members be now admitted to be entered up in the Resolution 
Book. 
 
At the H.C. meeting held on November 5th 1946 Mrs T F K Howard and Miss D Paris 
were elected Members of the Hunt Club on a show of hands.” 
 
There you are Ladies.  Now you know how you came to be invited to be members of 
this illustrious Hunt Club! 
 
- Pat Hudson 
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Druids Lodge Polo 
 

Druids Lodge are based just outside Salisbury and offer year-round polo lessons at all 
levels, from those who have never sat on a horse before to experienced players. The 
Ormerod family have run the club for 25 years, and have built an international 
reputation for the standard of coaching. Their ‘Introduction to Polo’ lessons are the 
best way to try polo and will have you hitting the ball on horseback in in no time. 
 
A newly resurfaced arena and experienced, 
top class hire ponies mean that excellent 
polo is available at all levels throughout the 
winter, please contact Abi Vigors at 
abi@druidspolo.co.uk. Activities are 
suspended for November due to Covid 19 
restrictions, but get in touch with any 
questions and to find out about re-opening 
and future events. 
 
Druids Lodge Polo have kindly sponsored 
the Autumn Newsletter. If you would like to 
sponsor a future edition of the NFH Newsletter please email tilly.fitz@gmx.com. 
 

 

mailto:abi@druidspolo.co.uk
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New Forest Hounds Fun Ride - Tenantry Farm, Rockbourne - Sunday 
29th September 

 

With Forestry England licensing restrictions hampering our plans to run our Fun 
Ride from our usual Ipley Manor venue we were to determined to continue to 
run the event. Fortunately we found, that despite the short notice, that Tenantry 
Farm, Rockbourne was available, and as such we were able to switch venues and 
continue to run the Fun Ride (some of you will recall that Rockbourne used to be 
a regular venue for us, but it was 2012 the last time we were there). 

 
We had a wonderful, incident free day. With over 210 riders of all ages it proved 
to be a busy day, but everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves. 

 
Mudsports Event Photography were on site to capture the happy faces and there 
were plenty of them; whilst Carol Lovell’s catering team provided well earnt 
refreshments to the returning riders. Rider feedback after the event was very 
complimentary, especially with regards to our stewards that were strategically 
placed around the course. 

 
It goes without saying that the on the day support from all those that gave uptheir 
time to ensure the event was such a success is something we are hugely grateful for; 
and it is their continued support that means we can put these events on and make the 
contributions to Hunt Funds that we do. Having totted up all the income and paid the 
bills, we were able to make a very healthy contribution to Hunt Funds as well as a 
further donation to the Hampshire & IOW Air Ambulance which they have thanked us 
for. 

 
- Andrew Hollins 
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Leather on lockdown! 
 

Whether it’s a lockdown activity, or start of season prep, now is the time to give your 
tack some TLC! 
 
We are fortunate in the New Forest to have some brilliant Saddlers and Saddle Fitters, 
many of which are involved with the New Forest Hounds. The most important thing is 
to ask – we will all help so if you have any questions or queries, please ask. 
 
We give our tack an awful lot of abuse out hunting – it starts its day with a smothering 
of port and sausage roll, followed by sweat, grease, buckets of rain and if you are 
following Mike Squibb, cannon balls of mud from Pie’s hooves. 
 
Leather is a natural product and it needs to be kept supple. Although it is very strong, it 
will be susceptible to the climate and as we all know, will go mouldy through neglect. 
 
I urge you all to look at your tack…… 
 

Leather Care 

1) Is it DIRTY? If so, use soap and warm water to wipe it off and allow it to 
dry naturally 

2) Is it DRY? A thin coating of a good oil (Neatsfoot) used sparingly will feed 
the leather. If you over use oil, or drench the leather, it will be weakened 
and prone to snap. 

3) Use a good conditioning product on your leather, this will feed the 
leather. 

 
For those with synthetic tack, wipe down to ensure it stays clean and not mouldy 
and refer to the safety checks. 

 
Safety Checks 

1) STITCHING – there are two types of stitching, hand-stitched and machine- 
stitched. If stitched on a machine, the thread does not ‘interlock’, meaning 
that if one stitch perishes, the whole lot can come undone. Hand stitching 
is done with beeswax and each stitch locks, meaning that if one stitch 
perishes, the rest is locked in individually. 
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CHECK ALL STITCHING, including the rein billet platforms and most 
commonly, stirrup leathers. The amount of stirrup leathers that have 
perished stitching is unreal and on Boxing Day when you jump a log and it 
snaps, you cant blame the turkey if you didn’t check your stitching! 

 
2) HOLES – Any splits, elongated or worn? Especially on girth straps this can 

be very dangerous 
3) BUCKLES – bent tongues, rusted? Check the stitching! 
4) HOOK STUDS – especially on your reins – are these pulling out or 

corroded? 
 

What to do if your tack gets wet… 

 

It is inevitable that our tack is going to get wet. It 
needs to be dried out slowly and carefully, so have a 
heater in your tack room or bring it into the house 
but DO NOT put it in front of the fire or on a radiator 
to dry. Clean and condition your leather to get it 
back to full ‘health’. 

 
And lastly, this happens on a regular basis, please 
walk around your trailer before you drive off! I can 
count on two hands the enquiries I had last year 
about saddles that have been driven over – 
mudflaps are a common place to rest your saddle 
when you have untacked and often forgotten about!! 

 
- Tom Blachford 

 

 

Supporter’s Club Cook Book 
 

The Supporter’s Club need your recipes! They are putting together a Hunting 
Cook Book and need everyone’s favourite hunting recipes – whether that be 
famous tipples on a hunting day, or the most warming supper to come home to 
after a day in the rain and cold. Be it bakes, breakfasts or the ultimate bacon 

baguette, please help us compile the ultimate selection hunting recipes to see 
everyone through the season! Several members of the hunt are well known for 
their signature bake or dish, and now is the perfect time to share your secret 
recipes so that we can all enjoy them at home, until we are able to have lawn 
meets and Hunt Suppers once again. 

 
Please send all recipes to Rachel Winter at wintergarrett@aol.co.uk 
 
 
 

 

mailto:wintergarrett@aol.co.uk
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NFH Merchandise 
 

Crispy Moore has taken over the Hunt Merchandise, there will be an order going 
in very soon so have a look now and get your orders in ready for Christmas 
presents! All funds go to support the Hunt, and there are photos of all items on 
the Facebook page. Hoodies, gilets, caps, headbands and loads more are available 
in a range of colours, in adult and children’s sizes. The prices are all on the 
Facebook page ‘New Forest Hounds Merchandise’, please message Crispy to 
place orders or with any questions. 

 
 


	Chairman’s Report
	New Forest Hounds Fun Ride - Tenantry Farm, Rockbourne - Sunday 29th September
	Leather on lockdown!
	Supporter’s Club Cook Book
	NFH Merchandise

