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Forthcoming events 
 
Friday 15th November, Hunt Ball, Taunton and Pickeridge Golf Club 
 
Saturday 7th December, Huntsmans Supper at Sampford Farm, Sampford Arundel. £10 to include 2 course meal 
with Tea and Coffee.  Entertainment and raffle. Tickets from Kate Bishop 01884 849254 
 
Saturday 14th December, Christmas Bingo, Hemyock Village Hall Eyes Down 7.30pm 
 
Saturday 25th January Quiz night, Hemyock Village Hall in aid of Devon Air Ambulance 
 
Greetings from your Chairman 
I’m hoping that you have had a good summer but now we can all be looking forward to our winter sport. 
Thanks must go the both Wayne & Mandy for keeping things ticking over at the kennels & showing great 
efforts with the summer show entries despite not being in the running for prizes this year. Thanks need to go 
also to Emma as Secretary and Kate as Treasurer as their tasks don’t stop during the summer months either. I 
would find my job much harder without their backup & support. So with opening meet just upon us hopefully 
we can all look forward to the up & coming season, let’s make it a good one, especially showing our support to 
our Master Debbie as she faces this new season without the loyalty & help of Dave. 
Ray Northam 
 
Masters report 
I will not dwell on our performance in the show ring during the summer months. Not every season can be our 
best showing hounds. It was very nice to note that all the winning hounds including the Champions at 
Peterborough, Honiton & Dunster were by our stallion hounds. It was just as well I wasn’t present at any of the 
shows because I may have sulked as I am not a very good loser! On a very good note this seasons dog hounds 
along with last season’s bitch hounds have entered exceptional well. The badger pie dog hound puppy Linford 
that we had from the North Norfolk is hunting well. I even have to admit that Wanted the little hound puppy 
that Mandy hand reared is currently in good favour with Wayne. Moving on to the future I am very pleased to 
have Charlie Pearce join me as the newly appointed Joint Master to give me a helping hand & a nudge when 
needed for this season, hopefully for future seasons as well. Thanks to everyone who has worked at the 
kennels building porches, cleaning drains, laying rat bait etc.  Wayne & I do really appreciate it.  As always, I am 
grateful to our farmers for their support & to the area managers, Charlie will soon be initiated into helping to 
organize a day with them. I especially appreciate all the help & support everyone has given me this season. 
Debbie Banwell M.H 
 
Your huntsman 
As I write this, opening meet is just around the corner. Well that’s come around fast. Firstly I’d like to thanks 
the bosses, Debbie and Mandy. They both help and support me in more ways than one, horses, hounds, 
kennels and more. I wouldn’t be able to do this job without them so thank you both very much. Also thanks to 
good friends for helping me out when I had no vehicle to pick up casualties, Trevor Nex, Richard Gibbs and 
James Parish. Also a thank you to Adrian and Mark for all of the jobs that you do at the kennels, it’s always a 
great help. Also a thank you to my brother Tim for helping to keep the gardens tidy. Summertime went fast. As 
a family we flew over the pond to Menorca, for a well-deserved week’s holiday with good friends Mr and Mrs 
Linford, who kindly looked after us well. I was kindly asked to judge the Tiverton stag hounds puppy show with 



Martin Greenway, who I was previously herdsman with for about 7 years. So it was nice to work alongside him 
once again, and to be judging for a friend, Mark Langford (huntsman). Summer showing wasn’t much to report 
and we didn’t come away with much but it was nice to see other packs showing and winning from our harrier 
breeding and some of that breeding went on to win champions. Most of the puppies have entered now and as 
cent has been patchy it’s been a hard task, but I’m a great believer in they don’t learn nothing sat at home in 
the kennels. As you are all aware by now we welcome Charlie Pearce as a Joint Master to come along and help 
Debbie in the running of the hunt, he has supported me, Debbie and the harriers for several seasons now. I’m 
sure the 3 of us will make a great team. Autumn hunting has started and it's nice to see some faces I haven’t 
seen for a while. Hope to see them all throughout the season. 
Wayne Gregory 
 
An Introduction to Charlie Pearce 
I feel very honoured that Debbie invited me to step up alongside her as a Joint Master. The very sad 
passing of Dave, left Debbie without her biggest supporter. I have known Debbie over 20 years from 
Seavington days, I hope that with my support Debbie will enjoy the season ahead. It is a Privilege that I 
am looking forward to, apparently having transport, horses, some hunting & farming knowledge plus 
regular attendance helps! With that in mind I am open to any advice & help that will ensure the 
continued success of the Harriers. 
  
I was born on dairy farm in heart of the Foxhounds Vale Country in Hambridge, Dad not only milked the 
cows he bottled the milk and delivered it.  My family has been farmers for many generations. Before I 
started farming I did an engineering apprenticeship with Westland Helicopters, I worked 10 years at 
Westlands but with a wife who loved the countryside it was inevitable I would go back to my farming 
roots. Initially with 130 head beef cattle then transitioning to Dairy Farming milking 100 cows. Fond 
Memories of milking cows at 4am at the start of a hunting season then back to milk in the afternoon, I 
loved the farm & the life. In 2007 I finally made the decision that working long hard hours for a slim 
profit was not sustainable. As I sold the dairy cows I invested the money into property in Virginia 
America, at times the sale of a dairy cow would buy 1 acre of land to build on.  
  
When hunting I have always been very sympathetic to farmers & have a connection to how hard the 
farming life can be. Respecting our landowners is vital. 
  
My engineering experience came in useful building log homes on the Blue Ridge Mountains we now 
have a log cabin rental business but I am semi-retired which allows me to hunt each winter. 
  
I was taught to ride by Jane Reynolds in 1996, who thought I may enjoy hunting, she loaned me her 
Dads hunt horse Bootlegger, Janes Dad Terry Richmond had hunted hounds on Boots, so he was the 
perfect schoolmaster for me, and off I went hunting with the Seavington Hunt. John Honeyball was a 
Master of the TVH Foxhounds at the time, as a farmer in his country he would call in, while having tea & 
biscuits he questioned why I was not hunting with them as I was a farmer in their country. John 
immediately offered to pay a sub for me the following season if I would give them a try.  Boots having 
been a Huntsman’s horse was a point & go horse who sailed over the Vale hedges it was exhilarating. 
David Elliot now Master/Huntsman was a young enthusiastic whip at the Foxhounds he encouraged me 
to “help” I spent 2 seasons whipping in with David teaching me. Alison Brown offered me the 
opportunity of officially becoming an amateur whip in 1999/2000 season. Derek Leech of course was 
the Huntsman. Derek held me to the same high standards as a professional whip, being amateur cut me 
no slack, to this day Derek is still my biggest critic. This will be my 20th season as amateur whip to 
Foxhounds. 
  
We were invited to visit the Harriers many seasons ago. A day hunting with the Harriers has always been 
fun. Debbie would invite us to visit then inevitably send me to the front to help…. Wayne would then 
call the next day to thank me for my help & tell me of another upcoming day that I should not 
miss. Hunting with Debbie has always been enjoyable, I was always made very welcome by the Harrier 
people. Hunting with Wayne is another level of Incredible in an amazing piece of countryside. By the 
end of 2015 Debbie asked me if I would be prepared to officially become an amateur whip for the 
Harriers. Ironically the first day I wore the green coat, with Claude’s buttons polished I was riding 
Debbie’s horse Patrick who is a legend in the West Country that she had loaned me for the season. 
  
I am borrowing a quote from the Chairman that sums up perfectly how I feel about the Taunton Vale 
Harriers. “Never has it been so important that we all work together for the survival of this special hunt.” 



 
Some history of T.V.H 
Taunton Vale Harriers date back to 1842 then known as the Taunton Hunt, this being before the Taunton Vale 
Foxhounds came into existence. The first master was a Mr Bull not much known about him. A Mr Scarlet acted 
as honorary huntsman (I don't know if he was George scarlet?). There was The Harrier Rare Old Highland pure 
malt Scotch whisky (a copy of label that was used is on next page). Being honorary huntsman it could well be 
that family if not George himself the huntsman. Taunton Vale Harriers hunted hare for 110/115 seasons and 
the country that lies in the Taunton Vale comprises of grass and arable land and was almost exclusively hunted 
by this pack. The kennels were at Blackbrook opposite the Blackbrook pub. When junction 25 on the M5 was 
being excavated they came across some very large bones. They came from an elephant who died when the 
circus came to Taunton. Michael Roffe-Silvester at the time was able to solve the mystery, they were not 
Dinosaur bones! 
 
In 1955 Michael Roffe-Silvester took the Mastership of the Harriers, after a couple of seasons he wished to 
kennel hounds at Reaphay(his home) and he wished to hunt fox. Harriers hunted fox on Mondays and hare on 
Thursdays. Miles Hurman of Washers farm, Fitzhead hunted the hare pack until they hunted fox only. Hounds 
moved to be kennelled at Reaphay in 1961 and the Blackbrook kennels were sold. There was always an 
ongoing problem of repairs needed and lack of money to carry this out. Later that year the kennels were sold 
for £1,036.  Trustees were authorized to take care of the investment. Thomas Tilling shares were bought, I 
remember they did not yield well. Jim Lenthall was kennelman and Rex Maunder was Secretary. Dave Allibone 
moved in when Jim Lenthall retired as kennelman (I think it was 1996). At the time of the second world war an 
emergency meeting was called and it was decided to disband the pack. G. Fletcher of Nynehead(Michael 
Fletchers father) agreed to keep so many couple of hounds. F.W. Willmott of Clarke Willmott solicitors wanted 
to keep the hounds he had walked. Capt. Daniel wanted to keep 1 ½ couple of pure bred biches, he felt it 
would be difficult to establish the breed again, they were excellent at their work, 7 ½ couple was kept.  
 
When the war was over a meeting was called and a committee formed. Albert Broughton was chairman 
(Bubbles Clyde-Smith father). F.W. Willmott was Master. They hunted one day a week for the first season on 
Thursdays.  I was elected to the T.V.H committee in the seventies, I can’t quite remember the date but can 
mention a few on the committee at the time, Col. Peter Dobree, Capt. Platt, Miles Hurman, Alan Morris, Harry 
Alford, Ray Wright, Sir Henry Farrington, and Miss P. Whitwell. Harry Alford and I are the only ones still 
surviving. I became Hon. Secretary / Treasurer in 1984. Capt. Platt at the time secretary was unwell with 
parkinsons. John Symons and Charles Burrough were Masters. Alan Hopkins whipped in, John Roffe-Silvester 
took the Mastership in 1986, Tony Pipe whipped in, 26/28 hounds were kept at the time. We had to pay 
dog/hounds licenses at the time. I would go to the kennel and say to Dave the licences are due I need to know 
how many hounds are here? The right number! Money was paid to Taunton Deane and they never came and 
checked the number that I know of. John Roffe-Silvester died while still in office June 1996. William Roffe-
Silvester and I took on acting as Joint Masters, until Alun Thomas took over the Harriers until the present 
mastership. 
 
After of the death of the Master John Roffe-Silvester the Reaphay estate had to be sold and the hounds 
needed kennels. That was a major task, finding a suitable site with planning and neighbours etc. William Roffe-
Silvester and I spent many hours in search of kennels trying to keep hounds together. Tony Robb came to the 
rescue with East Coombe farm buildings. The Thomas Tillinqs shares came in to help fund this move. Colin 
Taylor lived in a caravan on site, later on the hounds moved into the buildings next door which made it much 
more workable and the mobile home was put up there. 
Kathleen Hill, Trustee, previous Master, Hon. Secretary, Treasurer 
 



 
 
 
 

             
Hunting Etiquette for Autumn Hunting 
 
The dress code for Autumn Hunting for the Field (mounted followers) is known as the Ratcatcher. 
Breeches should be buff coloured, hacking jackets, brown gloves, shirt and tie or a hunting shirt with 
stock (not white).  Boots may be brown or black, spurs should be plain, and hunting caps black, 
brown or blue.  Helmets should have a blue or black silk.  Ribbons on the back of hunting caps should 
have the tails cut off or sewn up.  Similar Ratcatcher dress for children replacing breeches with 
jodhpurs and Jodhpur boots, no spurs, this dress should be worn all season. 
  
Horses should be neatly trimmed, clean and clipped if necessary, with manes unplaited until the 
Opening Meet.  Horses that may kick should have a red ribbon around the dock, or a green ribbon if 
the horse is nervous. 
  
Riders should always follow the Field Master, unless asked to do differently.  Always ride on the 
Headlands (outermost edge of a field) irrespective of the fact that it may be grass.  When going 
through a gate if there is a call of ‘Gate Please’ this gets passed down to the last rider, who must 
then fasten the gate securely.  On hearing ‘Hounds Please’ you should stop and turn your horse so 
that his quarters are facing away from approaching hounds.  Always give way to the Huntsman, 
Whippers In and the Trail Layer.  When the Field is on the road stay alert for traffic moving aside so 
that they may pass and thanking them for their patience.  Whilst standing waiting for hounds to 
draw a covert it is essential to be quiet so that hounds may be heard. 
  
Whenever you decide to go home make a point of thanking the Master and wish them Good Night 
(whatever the time of day!) 
  
It should always be remembered that hunting etiquette has developed to allow members and 
visitors to follow hounds without interfering with their work and 
that we are allowed access to areas of the countryside not 
available to others.  Especially essential today is that we adhere to 
these rules as guests on whose land we ride or walk.   
 



 
 
 
Malteser and Mars Bar Slice recipe 
 
Ok these are pretty amazing! If like me, you like chocolate, you’ll love these! 
Oh, also easy to make, which is always a plus. 
 
Ingredients: 
1 cup of Maltesers plus extra to decorate (240g and you’ll have some left over) 
4 Mars Bars (53g bars) 
½ cup Condensed Milk 
1 pack of Chocolate Biscuits (250g) 1 used Fox’s chocolate munch) 
200g bar Cadbury Milk Chocolate 
100g unsalted butter 
1 teaspoon oil (I used Olive oil but you could use vegetable instead) 
 
Method: 
Line a tin with baking parchment (mine measured 25cm x 16cm but if you want a thicker slice use a smaller tin) 
Finely crush the chocolate Biscuits. You can use a food processor or the end of a rolling pin. 
Roughly crush 1 cup of Maltesers. 
Dice the Mars Bars into small pieces (easiest done if they’ve been in the fridge for a while first) 
In a small saucepan over a low heat, melt the butter and condensed milk, stirring until combined. 
Add the roughly crushed Maltesers and Mars Bars to the crushed biscuits and stir through. 
Then add the melted butter and condensed milk and stir until combined – it will be very sticky! 
Pour the mixture into the tin and flatten with the back of a metal spoon. 
Pop it in the fridge for at least an hour until it has completely cooled. 
Melt the chocolate and add 1 teaspoon of oil to the melted mixture, making sure you stir it in. 
Pour the melted chocolate over the cooled slice and then decorate with remaining Maltesers. 
Put the slice back into the fridge to set completely. 
The easiest way to slice this is to take it out of the fridge half an hour beforehand. Enjoy! 
The 25cm x 16cm tin size made 15 slices. 
 
 
Cheese scone recipe 
Cheese Scones.... Master Debbie seems to enjoy these at our meets.  
8oz self-raising flour 
1 teaspoon baking powder 
2oz butter 
I/4 level teaspoon cayenne pepper 
1/2 teaspoon mustard powder. 
3oz Stilton cheese. 
1 tablespoon natural yogurt. 
Enough milk to bind mixture together. 
 
Sift flour and baking powder into mixing bowl, add cayenne pepper and mustard powder, rub in butter until 
mixture becomes like fine breadcrumbs, add finely crumbled Stilton. 
Add yogurt & then just enough milk to bind mixture together. 
Gently roll out then cut out scones with cutter...cook in hot oven 200*C, 180*C for fan ovens, gas mark 4, for 
10-12 mins if small, a tad longer if using a larger cutter. 
Serve halved with butter. 
Brenda Northam 
 
 

 
 



Taunton Vale Harriers 
 

Subscription rates 2019/2020 season.  
 
Subscription  
 
Single horse                  £315 
Family                            £420        
Car/Quad follower     £95 or compound £150 
 
Subscriptions are due on the 1st May 2019 
 
Field Money and Cap  
 
Day cap                               £40 
Field money                       £12 
Children up to 11 yrs         £5 
Children 12-18 yrs           £15 
5 Day tickets                     £200 
 
Compounding will be available to all horse subscribers as of the start of autumn hunting.  If 
you wish to compound, the advance payment must be with the secretary by 1st September. 
Compounded caps will be £150, plus your subscription.    
  
Autumn Hunting        £15 per day   
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Application for Subscription   
 
Full Name: 
 

 

Address: 
 
 

 
 
 

Single horse   Email address: 
 

 

Family   Tel No:  
 

 

Car/Quad 
follower  

 Compound  
£150 

 Total  £ 

 
Please send complete application, together with cheque made payable to ‘Taunton Vale 
Harriers’ to:- Miss E Bailey Hon. Secretary, 6 Crown Mews, West Buckland, Wellington, Somerset 
TA21 9SZ   
Tel: 07800 955906             Email: tauntonvaleharriers@gmail.com    


