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KEY DATES 

3rd April – Pleasure 
Ride – Branston  

18th April – 
Treasure Hunt  

23rd May – 
Pleasure Ride – 
Highfields, 
Metheringham  

13th June-Pleasure 
Ride. Blankney 

3rd July - Hound 
Sponsorship 

 22nd Aug – Family 
Dog Show  

16th Oct – Hunt 
Ball 

 

The Chairman’s Report 

 The BHSC committee are extremely excited to be presenting you this 

newsletter. Not only is there finally (maybe) some light at the end of 

such an incredibly long tunnel, but it’s almost a year, as I write this, 

since the first lockdown. We are also looking forward to some extra 

special celebrations. This year we mark the "60th" anniversary of the 

formation of the Blankney Hunt Supporters Club. I have been 

fortunate enough to have read through the minute books right back to 

the first meeting, lots of names mentioned are still related to the 

Blankney today, either children or grandchildren, even great 

grandchildren are still active within the Blankney Hunt in 2021. I would 

love to try and re-introduce some of the Supporters Club events from 

1961 in memory of this special year, so please keep your eyes and ears 

open for updates during the year. I would like to say a huge Thankyou 

to all our members and supporters who have helped us continue to 

raise money over the last 12 months, I am proud to say that with 

everyone’s hard work the BHSC will still be able to show its support to 

our Hunt this year. I will look forward to seeing you all out and about 

this summer. We will definitely be raising a glass (or 2) once it is safe 

to all be back together again. Callum 



 

“The hunt ball committee are delighted to confirm that The Blankney Hunt Ball 2021 will go ahead on 16th 

October 2021 at Newark Showground.  

 
For everyone who has left their ticket money with us, and for all of those kind enough to donate their 
ticket money to help get the hunt through these past few months, your tables are secure and we will be in 
touch in due course.  
 
For everyone else wishing to purchase tickets, further information will be available shortly.  
 
Please contact Rosie Theaker in the first instance with any queries - 07791100017.” 

 



 

Field Masters Report 

Hard to believe that this time last year we were grumbling about the wettest 2019/2020 

season, and having now got to the middle of March 2021 this has been through a year where 

we’ve had to learn to live with so much being thrown in every direction, so much 

uncertainty and how to adapt to changes at such short notice, I for one feel so lucky to have 

been able to have the days’ trail hunting that we were able to have at all this last season. 

With being restricted to September, October and December, we’ve had less than three out of 

the six months we would have done under normal circumstances, no meets and with 

everyone adopting Covid measures to be out subscribers and followers have had to put up 

with a lot of disappointment but I do think each day we got out was a privilege and I’m ever 

so grateful to everyone who helped us, hosted us, allowed us to go, allowed us to reschedule 

lost days, bearing with us for different times and locations, and got us out at all! 

And then I must confess getting through lockdown 3.0 has been enhanced by recollections of 

some super days in December, when we finally were able to get going, hounds positively 

flew, and those memories have certainly helped keep the enthusiasm alive and kicking 

through the shorter and darkest days. Thank you, Philip, Owen, and hounds. 

The tumblers’ club has also suffered but still managed a trickle of entries through from early 

mornings, via an opening meet where at least half of the field masters (and some more than 

others) experienced some candid camera moments in the first half hour, to a few December 

highlights, there was entertainment additional to the pleasure of watching hounds work. 

So whatever reason you have to come out there have hopefully been enough of them to keep 

spirits up, and although 2021 is as full of uncertainties as last year we can look forward to 

the chance to meet again, with a wonderful programme of events planned by the Supporters 

Club, puppy show and all will be around before we know it: keep safe meanwhile and 

for’ard on! 

Jonathan 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Births-  

We send our congratulations to the following families. 

Laura Winkler and Ryan Statham are proud parents of an Arabella Anita Statham born on the 1st of 

February 2021. 

Millie Askew and Will Gardner welcomed Georgia Constance Gardner on the 4th of February 2021  

 

 

 



 

 

  

TREASURE HUNT by CAR 

Sunday 18th April 

After the success of our last Treasure Hunt, we are holding another one on Sunday 18 th April.  We 

have a new area of Blankney Country for you to explore starting at 11am from The Hall, Norton 

Road, Stapleford, LN6 9JY at £15per car.  The route and clue solving can all be done from the car, 

so ideal for a fun morning out for all ages, and Covid19 secure.   

To enter just book your place by ringing Callum 07389 896206 (BHSC phone).   We will be 

allocating time slots for departure.  Entries can be on the day, but pre-entry is preferred and will 

help prevent a build-up of vehicles and long waits to start.  A set of clues and a packet of sweets for 

the journey will be handed to you, and off you go.  Please bring a pen and something to lean on so 

can write your answers.  There is a prize for all the correct answers to the clues and if it is 

completed within or nearest to the optimum time.  (No racing needed; the time is set at a gentle 

drive so you can enjoy the journey).  We look forward to seeing you.  

 



Deaths- 

In recent months we have lost three well known farmers in the Blankney area, who should 
be remembered. 
  
Roy Ward:   Roy Ward was born at Holton cum Beckering in 1926 and was one of three 
children. His family moved to Reasby Hall when Roy was growing up and then he was 
educated at the De Aston Grammar school at Market Rasen. He married Ruby Albone and 
originally farmed at Spridlington before joining his brother on a nearby farm on the 
Leadenham Estate in 1956. 
He was a very well-respected farmer and expanded the farming business with farms at both 
Leadenham and at Brant Broughton. He was a proper country person enjoying all country 
pursuits. He was an excellent shot and always enjoyed game shooting. He passed away at 
95 years of age leaving a daughter and son, Andrew who has taken over the farming 
business. 
  
George Martin Overton: Martin was the only son of Eric and Wynn Overton of Boothby 
Graffoe- a well-known sporting family who owned and trained point to pointers. Martin 
served on the Blankney Point to Point Committee, the main Hunt Committee and also the 
Pony Club Committee. He was a long serving member and steward of the Lincolnshire 
Agricultural Society. 
Martin hunted with both the Blankney Hunt and the Belvoir Hunt and was always on a good 
type of horse with his family also mounted at that time of Jenny, Kate, and George. A 
country gentleman who lived life to the full.    (John Theaker)   
  
Peter Elkington:  Mr Peter Elkington sadly passed away on the 8th of February 2021. He had 
fought cancer very determinedly and bravely for some time. Peter was a farmer in Blankney 
country and always welcomed Hounds. He was a keen fisherman and enjoyed game 
shooting. Peter had also been a member of Sleaford Kesteven Rotary Club and enjoyed 
going out socially. I will miss my conversations with Peter he was always good to talk to 
especially at the bar. He will be greatly missed. 
Sincere Condolences to his wife Sally and family.                                                       (Graham Royce) 

 



 

If anyone has anything which they would like to add to the next newsletter then Please contact Gemma Wray. 

Email address is jonowray@hotmail.co.uk.  
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